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Like most of us, | have been fortunate in my
tenure in Congress to have extraordinary pro-
fessional and personal staff accompany me on
this journey. However, Julia stands out as a
trusted confidant, advisor, and most assuredly,
friend. Exceedingly loyal, trustworthy, and or-
ganized, she has made my life simpler in an
often complicated and demanding place. Her
cheery demeanor, her thoughtful execution,
her reliability and calmness under pressure—
these are just some of the attributes that have
made Julia a truly irreplaceable part of the
Rogers team. Time and again, she has gone
above the call of duty to help me, and by ex-
tension, the people of Kentucky’s Fifth Con-
gressional District in delivering a better, more
responsive and open constituent experience.
Julia has made an indelible mark on, not only
the U.S. House of Representatives, but also
on me, both personally and professionally, and
| will be forever grateful to her and to her fam-
ily.

As we all know, congressional staff work
long hours, and often sacrifice weekends and
holidays in order to keep this esteemed institu-
tion running. This inevitably takes a toll on
personal commitments. She has earned more
than her share of quality time with her hus-
band Greg and cherished son Gregory in her
home state of Idaho, where she and Greg will
retire soon.

Congress, the House, the Appropriations
Committee, Kentucky, my wife Cynthia, and |
will surely miss Julia’s contributions and lead-
ership; but we thank her for her steadfast
service and dedication. We wish Julia many
wonderful years of retirement with her family
and friends.

——————

IN HONOR OF MARGARET
HAGERTY

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Margaret Hagerty, a constituent
from my hometown of Concord who at 91
years old is the oldest person to finish this
year's New York City marathon.

Now, in North Carolina, we know the value
of putting in the time and effort to reach our
goals. We aren'’t strangers to hard work, but
Margaret outpaces us all. From 5Ks on Union
Street in Concord to marathons at the Great
Wall of China, Margaret has participated in
countless races and has the trophies and
medals to prove it. She also holds the world
record for oldest person to finish a marathon
on every continent.

Margaret wasn’t always a runner and didn’t
take up the sport until her early 60s. One day,
she woke up, started running and didn’t want
to stop.

It's extremely inspiring to see someone work
so hard to achieve amazing things. | admire
Margaret for her dedication and her tenacity—
her outlook on life is something we can all as-
pire to. | wish her all the best in her future
races. For everyone back home in the 8th Dis-
trict, she’ll always finish first in our book.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Leslie Hord
for her generous spirit in giving back to her
community and leading by example.

Leslie has been with Citywide Banks since
1996 and has almost 35 years in the financial
industry helping people with their financial
needs. Her career has been exemplary. Her
activities outside of her career amplify her
commitment to the Jefferson County commu-
nity. She serves as Vice President of The Ac-
tion Center Board of Directors and will serve
as President in 2015. She also serves on the
Leadership Jefferson County Alumni Com-
mittee, co-chairs Justice Day for Youth Lead-
ership Jefferson County and is a Kiwanian.

On any given day you can see Leslie deliv-
ering food baskets for the Seniors’ Resource
Center, helping with Lakewood Scrub or par-
ticipating in Colorado’s Future Civic Engage-
ment meetings. She believes in giving back to
her community and leads by example.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Les-
lie Hord for receiving this honor by the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County. | have no
doubt she will exhibit the same dedication and
character in all her future accomplishments.

HONORING PATRICIA MAHAN

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Santa Clara City Councilmember Patri-
cia Mahan for her decades of dedicated and
faithful public service to her community.

Councilmember Patricia Mahan has long de-
voted herself to serving others. Among the
significant driving forces behind her commit-
ment has been her family. She witnessed first-
hand the fulfilling impact of public service
through her late father's work as an esteemed
councilmember. In addition, her desire to pro-
tect her grandmother’'s home from a street
widening plan led her to become a Historical
& Landmarks Commissioner in 1993. She has
also dedicated herself to helping the public as
both an educator and a lawyer. With a teach-
ing accreditation from San Jose State Univer-
sity, Patricia has taught subjects such as
English and drama to secondary school stu-
dents. She also earned her Juris Doctorate
from Santa Clara University School of Law,
and has been practicing as an attorney for
over 30 years.

Patricia Mahan has worked tirelessly for
many civic organizations. From 1983 to 1992,
she served on the Board of Trustees at the
West Valley-Mission Community College. She
was a Legal Hearing Officer for the Santa
Clara County Assessment Appeals Board from
1992 to 1994. She also assumed presidency
over various organizations, such as the Lions
Blind Center of Santa Clara Valley.

Councilmember Patricia Mahan was first
elected to the Santa Clara City Council in
1994 and re-elected in 1998. She was elected
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Mayor of Santa Clara in 2002 and re-elected
for a second term as Mayor in 2006. Through-
out her two terms as Mayor, she dem-
onstrated efficiency and innovation in gov-
erning her community. As Mayor, she sup-
ported the construction of the San Francisco
49ers Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara. By en-
couraging this project, she dedicated herself to
enriching her city both culturally and
entrepreneurially. Demonstrating her commit-
ment to service, Mahan was elected to an-
other term on the City Council in 2010. Her
determination to promote Santa Clara in every
way possible speaks of her exemplary leader-
ship abilities.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Councilmember
Patricia Mahan for her unparalleled devotion
to public service. Thanks to her many years of
faithful and selfless work for Santa Clara, the
community has become a much more vibrant
and better place to live. Although her term is
coming to a close, her vision and legacy will
no doubt live on.

————

HISTORICAL RECORD OF OPINION
EDITORIAL ON DIPLOMACY IN FIJI

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to include, for historical purposes, an
opinion editorial on diplomacy in Fiji.

[From The Hill, Jan. 25, 2012]
LANDLUBBER DIPLOMACY WON'T WORK IN F1JI

(By Rep. Eni F.H. Faleomavaega (D-
American Samoa)

Having no policy of its own, the U.S.
marched in time, applying section 508 sanc-
tion law which severed U.S. aid to Fiji. U.S.
sanctions, however, have had no consequence
because U.S. aid to Fiji was less than $3 mil-
lion per year.

Of consequence is Pakistan. In 1999, when
General Pervez Musharraf overthrew the
democratically-elected government of then
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, the U.S.
waived 508 sanction law, despite the fact that
for nearly ten years General Musharraf never
made good on his promise to resign his mili-
tary commission and hold free, fair and
transparent elections in Pakistan.

The U.S., like Australia and New Zealand,
cooperated with Pakistan’s regime—even
providing billions in aid—because we under-
stood then like we should understand now
that engagement is vital to our interests and
necessary if our long-term objectives are
peace, stability and democracy.

Do Australia, New Zealand and the U.S.
consider Fiji vital to our interests? If not, I
believe we should given China and Iran’s
growing presence in the region. If so, we need
a new way forward.

The U.S. can no longer rely on landlubber
diplomacy which seeks to force democracy
by isolation. Every tautai (navigator)
knows—democracy can’t be forced. Force is
contrary to the order of democracy and con-
trary to our innate desire to choose.

To succeed in Fiji, we must start from the
beginning. The legacy of Fiji’s colonial past
has never been fully resolved since Fiji
gained its independence in 1970. To date, In-
dians control many of the small businesses.
Australia and New Zealand control major
banking and commercial enterprises, and in-
digenous Fijians control much of the com-
munal land and military establishment, with
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